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CALL TO ORDER AND ADOPTION 0F 111E AGENDA

The Chairman welcomed the members,particularly Luc Bouthillier, the
recentlyappointedQuébecrepresentative,andcalled the96th meetingof the
JBACEto order.

The following agendawas adopted.

1. Cail to order andadoptionof theagenda
2. Adoptionof the minutesof the95th meeting
3. Businessarising from the95th meeting
4. Forestryissues
5. Reviewof Section22
6. Mine site rehabilitation
7. Updatingof Section24 of theJBNQA
8. Tabling of documents
9. Varia

9.1 strategyfor implementingJBACErecommendations
9.2 trans-northernsnowmobiletrail
9.3 governmentjurisdictions (COFEX-South)
9.4 Oujé-Bougoumoum-trenchdisposaisite

10. Dateand locationof nextmeeting

2. ADOPTION 0F TUE MINUTES 0F 111E 95TH MEETING

The minutesof the 95th meetingwereadoptedwith minor changes.

3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM TUE 95111MEETING

The follow-up discussionon the 95th meetingbeganwith the memodated
February5, 1997. The membersagreedon the following action:

- Sendforest companyagentsa copy of the JBACE resolutionon the
overharvestingof sevenCreetraplines;

- Thank the agentswho respondedto the JBACE’s letter requesting
informationon theconsultationprocessfollowed, andsenda reminder
to thosewho havenot yet responded;

- RobertDaigneaultwill adapttheJBACE brief on the administrative
agreementsoitcanbesentto thefederalMinisterof theEnvironment;
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- RoméoSaganashandYvesDésiletswill determinetheneedandbest
timeto meetwith Diane(3audet(MEF) to discusstherelocationofthe
JBACEsecretariat.

Eastmain mine:

A Croc representativegave an overview of the Eastmainmining project. Several
years ago, this project underwentthe impact assessmentand review procedure
establishedby Section 22 of the JBNQA (COMEX-COMEV and certificate of
authorizationissued).

Initially, theprojectconsistedin oreextractiononly. Therewasto beno transporting
of oreduringwinter andno milling on the mine site.

After two yearsofoperation,themineprovedto be lessprofitablethanexpectedand
wasclosed,eventhoughsomeoreremained.Theproponentthereforeappliedto have
thecertificateof authorizationamendedto allow for theconstructionof apermanent
roadleadingsouthof theterritory, aswell as for milling on site (orehadpreviously
beentransportedto theRessourcesMSV plant in Chibougamaufor milling).

MEF forwardedtheproponent’sapplicationto COMEX, which ruledthat this was
not an amendment,but rather a new project altogetherand that the social
commitmentsmadein the original impact statementandset forth on the certificate
of authorizationhad to be upheld.

Sincethen, theproponenthasshutdownits mining operationsandtheminesite still
containsorewith acid-generatingpotential.There is no buffer zonearoundthe site
andno rehabiuitationmeasureshavebeentaken. Furthermore,theTémiscamieRiver
sheltersan indigenousspeciesof brook trout thatno onewasofficially notified of.

A formaidemandonbehaifof theGrandCouncil of theCrocs(of Québec),theCroc
RegionalAuthority and the CreeNation of Mistissini was sent to Diane Gaudet,
provincialadministratorof theenvironmentalandsocialprotectionregime,requesting
that theproject directiveberescindedandciting numerousirregularities in support
of therequest.Theguidelinespreparedby COMEV weremodifiedby theProvincial
Administrator. Copies of the document were distributed to the members for
consultation.

The membersagreedto write to theProvincial Administratorto point out apparent
irregularities n MEF’s processingof this project.
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The main issuesthatwl be raised relateto:

- the type of consultationsto be conducted by the administrator should
COMEV’s recommendationbe modified;

- the inconsistencybetweenthe modificationsto the guidelinesmadeby the
administratorandtheguidingprinciplessetforth in Section22 of theJBNQA;

- the fact that the directive was sent to someoneother than the proponent.
Directives and certificates of authorization(CA) can be usedonly by the
naturalor legal personto whom they areissued.

Finally, giventhat the minehasnot operatedfor sometime, theJBACE wouldlike
to know what restaurationmeasuresMEF intendsto take in this regard.

4. FORESTRY ISSUES

A Creerepresentativeinformedthememberson thediscussionswhichtookplaceand
the decisionstaken at the Forestry Subcommittee’s8th meetingon Match 18-19,
1997.

The deadlinefor defining theforest managementplan studycriteriahasbeensetfor
early June1997, after which the subcommittee,MRN representativesandTSFMA
holderswill meetto determinehow thecriteriaareto bebuilt into forestmanagement
plans.

Sofat, theForestrySubcommitteehasdefinedtheenvironmentalprotectioncriteria,
whichleavesthesocialprotectioncriteria. OnMatch 26, INRS-Culturewill begiving
a presentationon social protectioncriteria for forestry development n Aboriginal
territories. Ail JBACEmembersareinvited to attend.

The MRN consultedtheJBACEregatdingthebackgrounddocumenton sustainable
forestry criteria and indicators enfitled “Critères et indicateursde développement
forestierdurable- Plande mise en oeuvre- Documentdeconsultation.”The MRN
asked the JBACE to submit its commentsno later than Match 21, 1997. The
committeenow hasuntil the endof April.

The letters sent to Guy Chevretteregardingthe JBACE’s budgetsubmissionand
resolutionon the overharvestingof sevenCreetraplineswerealsodiscussed.
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It wasagreedto write anotherletter to theMinister to inform him that:

- theIBACE deemsthesituation n theseseventraplinesto becritical andthe
MRN musttakeimmediateremedialactiongiven that it is aboutto signthe
annualharvestingpermits. The JBACE wants to know what the Minister
intendsto do aboutthe situation;

- theJBACE feels that the guiding principlesset forth in theJBNQA and the
problemsrelated to logging in theJamesBay territory substantiatethe need
for the MRN to adopta sepatateregulationrespecting standardsof forest
managementfor forestsin thepublicdomain (RNI) specificallyfor theNorth;

- theJBACE hasto definetheassessmentcriteria for forestmanagementplans
very soon so that they can be usedfor the next set of forest management
plans, hencethe urgencyof obtainingfinancial supportfrom theMRN.

At its 8th meeting, theForestrySubcommitteediscussedthe studiescommissioned
in relation to the caseof Lake Barrière. The Secretarywill try andobtain a copy
from the Secrétariataux Affaires autochtones.

The membersagreedto senda copyof theJBACE resolutionon overharvestingto
the chiefsof the five communitiesconcerned.

5. REVIEW 0F SECTION 22

The Secretaryinformedthemembersthat thequestionnaireon thereview of Section
22 was sentto the following northern committees:COMEV, COMEX, COFEX-
South.

The questionnairewlll be also be sent to the local, federal and provincial
administrators,environmentministersSergioMarchi andDavid Cliche, andGrand
Chief Matthew Coon-Cometo inform them that the committeesresponsiblefor
overseeingtheprocedure’sapplicationhavebeenapproachedfor commentson the
review of Section22.

6. MINE SITE REHABILITATION

At theJBACE’s request,JeanDionneoftheMRN’s Servicedestitres d’exploitation
was at the meetingto discussthepolicy respectingmine site rehabilitationandthe
relatedprotocol agreementbetweenMEF andtheMRN.
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Copiesof the overheadsfrom Mr. Dionne’spresentationareavailableon request.

7. UIPDATING 0F SECTION240FTUE .IBNOA

A federal representativeasked that the Chairman of the Hunting, Fishing and
Trapping Coordinating Committee (HFTCC) attend ail JBACE meetings. He
informedthemembersthattheHFTCChasnot submitteda documenton thereview
of Section24 of theJENQA.

8. TABLING 0F DOCUMENTS

The Secretarytabledthe amendedfederalendangeredspeciesprotectionlegislation.

9. VARIA

9.1 Strategy for iinplementing JBACE recommendations

This item will be discussedat thenextmeeting.

9.2 Trans-northern snowmobiletrail

A Cree representativeinformedthe membersof a projeet to build a trans-
northern snowmobile trail in the JamesBay territory. It seemsthat the
proponentis not awateof the proceduresprovided for in schedulesi and 2
of theJBNQA. TheJBACE decidedto write to theProvincialAdministrator
statingits concernwith regardto this project, sinceit docsnot know whatthe
environmentalandsocial impactswill be.Theadministratorshouldinform the
proponentthat its project falîs within the “grey area” and is subjectto the
impactassessmentand review procedure.

9.3 Government jurisdictions (COFEX-South)

A Creerepresentativeinformedthe membersthat a similat disputeto that
which arosefor the Nabakatuksawmill projeet is looming. In the caseof
Nabakatuk,theLocal AdministratorhadaskedthatCOFEX-Southsubmitthe
project to thefederal review procedure,sinceit waslocatedon CategorylA
lands.
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This time, the project concernedinvolves the operation of a quarry on
CategorylA lands.The federalmembersof COFEX-Southhaveestablished
criteria for determining which projects should undergo the provincial
procedureandwhich, the federalprocedure.The JBACE will try to get a
copyof this document.

9.4 Ouié-Bougoumoum-trench disposaisite

TheMunicipality of JamesBay (MJB) senttheJBACEa copy of a resolution
criticizing the fact that the Oujé-Bougoumoum-trenchdisposaisite was not
approvedby eithertheJamesBayDevelopmentCorporation(R.S.Q.,c. D-8)
or theMJB, asrequiredunderits urbanplanningby-laws.

The JBACE decidedto write to the director of the Abitibi-Témiscamingue
regionaloffice to askfor theexactlocationof them-trenchdisposalsite, the
authorizationsissuedby theregionaloffice, andwhethertheprojecthasbeen
authorizedundersection54 of theEQA.

10. DATE AND LOCATION 0F NEXT MEETING

The next meetingwill be held in Waskaganishon June18-19, 1997. The members
agreedto invite Chief Billy Diamond to the meetingto sharehis experienceas a
former northern committeememberand to discussthe applicationof the impact
assessmentand reviewprocedureandtheenvironmentalandsocialprotectionregime
in general.

DENIS BERNATCHEZ
Secretary
97-04-15
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