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MINUTES 0F TilE 98th MEETING

Comitéconsultatif pour l’environnementde la Baie-James
Direction régionaleduNord-du-Québec
150,boulevard René-LévesqueEst
S’étage,Boite 97
Québec(Québec) GîR 4Y1
Tél.: (418)528-7354
Fax. (418)646-0266

0F TuE JAMES BAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

ON THE ENVIRONMENT

(ADOPTED)

May 5, 1997

LOCATION:

PRESENT:

ABSENT:

Conferenceeau, 10:30a.m. - noon

Lue Bouthullier, Québee
Yves Désuets,Canada,Vice-Chairman
RobertDaigneault,Québee,Chairman
Willie Iserhoff, CRA
GinetteLaioie, CRA
JacquesLefebvre, Québee
PierrePaulhus,Canada
Diom RoméoSaganash,CRA
Denis Bernatehez,Seeretary

LouiseFilion, Québee
SusanneHilton, CRA

CALL TO ORDER AND ADOPTION 0F THE AGENDA

TheChairmanwelcomedthemembersparticipatingin theconferenceeau andealledthe

98th meetingof theJBACE to order.

The following agendawasadopted.

1. Cail to orderandadoptionof theagenda
2. Moving of theJBACE secretariatto theDRNDQ
3. Adjournmentof meeting

DATE:
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2. MOVING 0F TIIE JBACE SECRETARIAT TO THE DRNDO

The Chairmanwelcomedthememberspartieipatingin theconfereneeeau,thesecondto
be held on the samesubjeet.During the first eau, held March 26, 1997, theJBACE
passeda resolutionon theseeretariat’srelocationto theDirection régionaledu Nord-du-
Québecandsenta eopy to theMinister of theEnvironmentandWildlife.

The JBACE hadpreviouslysubmittedabriefanddraft administrativeagreementto the
Minister settingouttheideal relationshipbetweenMEF andtheJBACE,buthasreceived
no response.Nor hasit heardbaekfrom MEF regardingits budgetsubmission.

The Chairmanpointed out thatthe federalandprovincial governments’failure to listen
to theJBACE’s eoncernsis an evengreaterproblemthan therelocationof theIBACE
secretariat.

The new Deputy Minister and AssociateDeputy Minister of the Environmentand
Wildlife, Diane GaudetandSuzanneGiguère, in JBACEopinion, dont know muchyet
aboutcitherthe JBACEor the JBNQA.

MEF/JBACE working relationsarebasedon the administrativeagreementsigned in
1985. Bothpartieshavebeencriticizing theagreementsince1995. The JBACEneedsto
meetwith the Minister assoonaspossibleto clarify the situationandestablisha mutual
understanding.The Chairmancontactedthe Minister’s office to sehedulea meetingto
this effect.

On April 25, 1997, the JBACE Secretary received a letter from Suzanne Giguère
confirmingthesecretariat’stransferto theDirection régionaledu Nord-du-Québec.Now
theJBACE has to determinethe strategyit will adopt. Could it ask for an injunetion?
Would an injunctionbe too costly?Is theChairmanrequiredto senda noticeof transfer
to its own secretary?

As confirmedby PierreLefebvre, transferringthesecretariatto the DRNDQ will affect
theJBACE, COMEV, COMEX andMEF analystson ail northernissues.Mr. Lefebvre
alsoconfirmedthattheJBACE’s budgetwouldhenceforthfall undera separatebudgetary
item andthat the Secretaryhadbeenauthorizedto sign for JBACEexpenditures.This
authorizationis apparentlytheculminationof stepstaken by RobertDaigneault.

Despitethe pressureMEF is putting on the JBACE, the Chairmansaid he wants to
harmonizerelationsrather than declarewar.

A representativeofthefederalpartyremarkedthatMEF hastotally ignoredtheJBACE’s
legalarguments.TheCommitteemustmeetwith theMinister, DeputyMinister andtheir
legal counselto discussthis issue,
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The Chairmantold themembersthattheVice-GrandChiefof theGrandCouncilsof the
Crocs hasbeeninformedof the situationand that perhapsthe FederalAdministrator
shouldbe informedaswell, giventhat thefederalEnvironmentMinister doesnot seem
interestedin meetingwith theJBACE. It shouldbe noted, however,that thefederaland
provincial administratorsareeoncemedonly with oneaspectof the problem, i.e. the
applicationof theassessmentand review procedureprovided for in theJBNQA.

A Croc representativefeit thattheJBACEcoulddo thesameastheHFTCCandhire its
own secretary.This solutioncouldbe proposedto DianeGaudet.In themeantime,the
seeretariatcould be moved to the DRNDQ and then in two monthsthe JBACE could
transfer it wherever it wants. The unilateral decision to move JBACE files and, by
extension,thesecretariatis unlawful.

A Québec representativeremarked that the Committeeneedsclarifications on the
secretary’sadministrativestatus.What is MEF’s role?What is theJIBACE Chairman’s
statusin relation to the secretary?The representativeproposedthat the Secretaryput
thesequestionsto thedirectorofhumanresources.TheJIBACE mustcontinuenegotiating
with MEF in orderto find commonground.The meetingwith DianeGaudet,scheduled
for May 8, is of tremendousimportancein that it will allow theJBACE to explain its
role and mandateto the Deputy Minister and learn MEF’s reasonsfor taking this
eontentiousaction.

The Chairmansaidhe hopedRobertDaigneaultandYvesDésiletswouldattendtheMay
8 meetingwith him. They will invite the DeputyMinister to attendtheJBACE’s next
meeting,which is to be held in Waskaganishin June.

3. ADJOURNMENT 0F MEETING

Theconferencecall endedatnoon. The Chairmanthankedthemembersfor takingpart.

,—--,- —

DENIS BERNATCHEZ
Secretary
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