
e e
Minutes - JBACE Page2
lO2nd Meeting

CALL TO ORDER AND ADOPTION 0F THE AGENDA

In the Chairpersonsabsence,the Vice-Chairpersonwelcomedthe membersand called the
nd ofthe IBACE to order.102 meeting

Thefollowing agendawas adopted.

1. Cali to orderandadoptionoftheagenda
2. Adoptionoftheminutesofthe

101stmeeting
3. Businessarisingfrom the 10l~ meeting
4. Budgetaryproposaisubmittedto MEF
5. Forestryissues
6. JBACEsecretariat
7. Tablingofdocuments
8. Varia

8.1 Consultationon Québecriver classification
8.2 Conservationparksin northemQuébec

9. Dateandlocationofnextmeeting

N.B.: A summaryof the meetingwith JaneGuli, JackieGuil, Mario Lord and Abraham
Ottereyesis includedat theendoftheseminutes.

2. ADOPTION 0F TUE MINUTES 0F TuE lOlst MEETING

The minutesofthe lolStmeetingwereadoptedwith minor corrections.

3. BUSINESSARISING FROM TUE lOlst MEETING

Thefollow-up discussionon the lOlst meetingbeganwith thememodatedJanuary12, 1998.

It was agreedto write to GrandChief MatthewCoon Cometo requestresourcesfor the
Section22 reviewandaskhim if he feelsthereviewis warranted.

The membersof the Section22 subcomniiueeare to meetwith Michel Bourgonand Denis
Vandalto discussprojectdevelopments.

4. BLJDGETARY PROPOSAL SUBMITTEDTOMEF

After going over the 1998-1999budgetaryproposai, the membersagreedto postpone
consultingthenine JamesBay Creecommunitieson the Section22 reviewuntil next year.
The Committee aiso decided to wait until next year to assess the environmentai impacts of
forestry in theJamesBay territory. The budgetaryproposaiwill be adjustedaccordinglyand
submittedto theMinisterassoonaspossible.
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Thefollowing resolutionwaspassed:

JBACE Resolution98-03-12-01regarding the 1998-1999budgetary proposai.

After being duly moved and seconded,it is hereby resolved to approve the proposed
budgetof$874140for the JBACE for fiscal 1998-1999.

Moved by: Ginette Lajoje, CRA
Secondedby: JacquesLefebvre, Québec

5. FORESTRY ISSUES

5 a) Allocation ofa TSFMA to Donohuefor theforest reserve

A CRA representativetabled a letter from Chief William Mianscum (Mistissini) to the
JBACE ChairpersondatedMarch 10, 1998. Theletter statesthe Mistissini Band Councils
position regardingthe proposedallocation of timber in the JamesBay forest reserveto
Donohue,i.e. thatharvestingwould affectthetraplinesofCreesfrom Mistissini.

TheBandCouncil is totally againstthe allocationandwantstheJBACEto askthe MRN to
tum downtheproject.

In responseto ChiefMianscumsletter andto thechangesto Donohuesforest management
plan, it was agreedto statethe JBACEs oppositionto the allocationof timber in the forest
reservein the letteraddressedto HenricoLabergeoftheMRN.

JBACE’s argumentsagainsttheallocationof aTSFMA in theforestreservearethat:

1) As mentionedat the meeting,granting land and an additional volume of wood to
DonohuegoesagainstJBACEsrequestfor amoratorium.

2) It is impossibleto understandandassesstheadverseeffectsof loggingon Creehunting
landsbasedon thedocumentssubmittedto theJBACE.
3) It is impossibleto determine,from the documentsprovided,what consultationswere
heldwith theMistissini communityandtheCreehunterswhoselandswill be affected. In
addition, the JBACE is unableto understandhow the concemsof the communityand
huntershavebeenintegratedin theproposedmanagementplan. Similarly, it is unableto
graspwheretheseconcernshavegone whenexaminingthe stepstakenby the Ministère
to grantadditionalvolumesandland.

4) All job opportunities are to the advantageof the Lac-Saint-Jeanregion and nothing
seemsto indicatethattheCreewill gainby this.

5) Ail additional forestry work resulting from the allocation of the new land appears
mainly locatedin thesouthernportion of theTSFMA. We mustthereforeunderstandthe
impactoftheabsenceof forestrywork in thenorthemportion.
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Sb) Expansionof Waswanipi sawmill’s stackingarea

TheWaswanîpisawmill (Nabakatukproject)hasrequestedan amendmentto its authorization
certificatewith aview to expandingits stackingarea.

The Local Environment Administrator (LEA) has asked the JBACE what the normal
procedureis in this caseso hecandecidewhetherthe requestshouldbe reviewedby COMEX
(MEFsposition)orCOMEV (positionheldby Michel Bourgonof thefederalgovemment).

Given that this is a legal matter,theJBACEdecidedto askRobertDaigneaultto draft a legal
opinion on the matter. The Secretarywas askedto contactMr. Daigneaultto make the
necessaryarrangements.

As soonastheopinionis receîved,theJBACEwill forwardit to theLEA.

Sc) Participation ofan HFTCC memberon theJBACE forestry subcommittee

Given thesharedconcemsof theHFTCCandJBACE, particularlybecauseof theconnection
betweenlogging andwildlife, theJBACEwould like to seesomeonefrom theHFTCCattend
themeetingsoftheforestrysubcommittee.

Paragraph22.2.2d) oftheJBNQA clearlyestablishesarelationbetweensections22 and24 of
the JBNQA in statingthat the regimeestablishedby Section22 providesfor Theprotection
of the rights andguaranteesof theCreepeopleestablishedby andin accordancewith Section
24”. TheJBACEwill approachtheHFTCCaboutdelegatingsomeoneto thesubcommittee.

5 d) Meetingwith Jean-PierreJolivet, Minister for Forests

Given that its numerousattemptsto meetwith Natural ResourcesMinister Guy Chevrette
havebeenunsuccessful,theJBACEdecidedto try its luck with theMinisterfor Forests,Jean-
PierreJolivet. TheCommitteewantsto inform theMinister ofits decisionto recommendthat
forestry developmentbe subject to impact assessment.The procedureestablishedby the
JBNQA to enablethe JBACE to study and commenton forest managementplans is not
enforceddueto alackoftechnicalandfinancialresources.

6. JBACESECRETARIAT

The Secretarywas informedthat Denis Vandal was to meet with Diane Gaudet,Deputy
Minister oftheEnvironmentandWildlife, to discussthe relocationandbudgetof theJBACE
secretariat, amongothermatters.

The members of the administrative agreement subcomùrnittee who were to meet with Mr.
Vandal prior to bis meetingwith the Deputy Minister decidedto postponethe meeting
pendingresuitsof thestepstakenby the actingregionaldirector. Moreover,theJBACEwas
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in theprocessof finalizing its budgetproposai. Meetingwith Mrs. Gaudetoncetheproposai
wascompletedwasdeemedpreferable.

7. TABLING 0FDOCUMENTS

TheSecretarytabledthe list of correspondencereceivedsincethe lastmeeting.

In relationto Hydro-Québec’sstrategicplan,the membersaskedthe Secretaryto identify the
sectionspertainingto the JamesBay territory. This way, if the JBACEdeemsit relevant,a
proposaicanbe developedata laterdate.

8. VARIA

8.1 Consultation on Québecriver classification

The Québecgovemmentsproposedriver classificationand its heritageriver programwere
submittedto theJBACEforconsultationandcomments.Thememberswill readthedocument
and submit their commentsto the Secretaryduring the week of March 16. The proposed
classificationmustrespecttheJBNQAprovisionsregardingspecialstatusfor theCreepeople.

Thememberscommentswill be submittedto the threeministerswho signedthe lettersentto
theJBACE.

A CRA representativereadtheMay 15, 1998, letterKennyBlacksmith,Vice-Chairmanof the
GCCQ, sentto PremierLucien Bouchardaskingbis govemmentnot to authorizetheproject.
Theimportanceof consultingtheorganizationsconcemedby theAgreementwasemphasized
by therepresentative.

8.2 Conservationparks in northern Québec

A CRA representativebriefly went over thequestionof parksin theJamesBay temtory. She
remindedthemembersthat, in January1997,MEF, theCRA andtheWorld WideFundfor
Naturehadtableda comprehensivereportentitled “ConservationParksin CreeTerritories.”
The memberfelt it importantthat ail membersreadthe report so the Committeecan make
recommendations.

Themembersagreedto submittheircommentsby mid-April.

9. DATE AND LOCATION 0FNEXT MEETING

The JBACEwill hold its nextmeetingin the faculty of forestry at UniversitéLavai on May
20-21, 1998. PascaleMartineau and Martin Pelletier will talk to the membersabout
greenhousegasesand a collaborative leaming processfor Native people and the forest
industry, respectively.
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DiscussionbetweenJBACE members and Jane GuIl, Jackie Gull, Mario Lord and Abraham
Ottereyes

TheJBACE hadwantedto meetwith Creehuntersandtrappersto discusstheirtraditionai activities
andfind out what impactthey tbink logging hason theCreeway of life. Discussionswereinformai
andparticipantswerefreetojump into thediscussionat anytime.

Themembersgot the rareopportunityto spendafew daysin aCreetrapperscampandwould like to
thanktheirhostsfor their generoushospitalityand availability. Acquiring a greaterunderstandingof
theTerritory andtheproblemsaffectingtheCreewayof life shouldbe a concemof theJBACE, as
well asremainingin contactwith local bodieson aregularbasis.

Although theJBNQA givestheJBACEa sweepingmandate,the Committeehasvery few meansto
rectify the problems ofien encountered.The Committee doeseverything it can to see that the
provisionsofSection22 areenforcedin compliancewith theguidingprinciplessetforth therein.

TheissuesaddressedwîththeCreehuntersandtrappersaresummarizedbelow.

• The Cree’s eatinghabitshavechangedover time. Yearsago, familiesgot ail theirfood from
hunting,fisbing, trappingandgathering.Today,thesetraditionaipursuitsbarelyprovide70%
oftheiryearlydiet.

• They say thereis considerableforestry developmentin their territoriesand that logging is
carried out with no respectfor the set rules or limits (cutting besidewatercoursesand
housing).The fine for ripariancutting is only $500,wbichis notbingcomparedto theamount
of money obtainedfor the wood. Negotiating with forest companiesis extremely hard,
particularly sincethe connectionbetweenthe companiesand logging crewsis not terribly
clear. The companiesneyer respectthe agreements(financial compensation,purchaseof
equipment,etc.)reachedwith Nativepeople,evenwhencontractshavebeensigued.Certain
companiesareworsethanothers.

• Intensivelogging pushesthe forestback anddestroysthe habitatof smail gamewhich, asa
result,is becomingincreasinglyrare.Whensmall gameis displaced,it mustchangeits diet,
which changesits taste.A solution would be to log during winter, whenthere are fewer
animais, and bird and small-mammai habitats would be less affected. Summerlogging
destroysthe forestandchasesanimalsfar from thenormalhuntinggroundsandtraplines.The
fartheraway thegame,themoreit coststo hunt andbring home.Thevebiclesusedto get to
huntinggroundsandtraplinesdeterioratefasterandhaveto be replacedmore often, thereby
costingCreehuntersandtrappersmoremoney,wbich theydon’t necessarilyhavegiven their
low incomeandthefailure offorestcompaniesto pay financiaicompensation.

• TheWaswanipiRiver fish populationis declining and deadfish are often found along the
river. TheCreehuntersandtrapperspresentat themeetingtbink that air and waterpollution
from mining operationscouldbe thecause.Animai skinsseemto be tbinnerandmorefragile
thanbefore.Beaverandmoosehaveless fat becausetheyhaveto travel fartherin searchof
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food. Themeat thereforeprovidesfewer caloriesfor consumers.As the Native population
grows,traplinesareoftendividedup so morefamily memberscanbenefit.

• The future looks bleak.Before, theabundantfood supplywas an incentiveto takethewhole
family huntingandfisbing,but nowyoungpeoplego to schoolto leamothertbings.Tradition
is no longer handeddown like it usedto be andyoung peopleare becomingless and less
interestedin subsistencehunting andfisbing. Theyonly go into the forest for a few weeks
eachyear,wbich is notenoughto leamhow to huntandtrapaccordingto Creecustom.

f

DENIS BERNATCHEZ
Secretary
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