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CALL TO ORDER AND ADOPTION 0F TUE AGENDA

TheChairpersonwelcomedthemembersandthencalledthe lO6th meetingofthe

JBACEto order.

Thefollowing agendawasadopted.

1. Cali to orderandadoptionoftheagenda
2. AdoptionoftheminutesofthelO3rd andlO4thmeetings
3. Businessarisingfrom previousmeetings
4. Forestryissues
5. Meetingwith DianeGaudet,DeputyMinister,MEF
6. SenateSubcommittee
7. Tablingofdocuments
8. Varia
9. Dateandlocationofnextmeeting

2. ADOPTION0FTHE MINUTES 0FTHE lO3rdandlO4thMEETINGS

TheminutesofthelO3rd andlO4thmeetingswereadoptedwith minorchanges.

3. BUSINESSARISING FROM PREVIOIJS MEETINGS

Thefollow-up discussionon the lO3rdmeetingbeganwith thememodatedJune5,
1998.

It wasagreedto deferdiscussionofthe following points(follow-up to the 1O3~”
meeting)to thenextmeeting:

- Noticeofchangesto an authorizationcertificate;
- World Wildlife Fund (WWF) report on conservationparks in Cree

territories;
- Conseilrégionaldela Radisonnie(Radisonnieregionalcouncil);
- IBACE responseto ChiefJohnKitchen’s(Waswanipi)requestfor technical

assistance.
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4. FORESTRYISSUES

The JBACE set up a multidisciphinary working group to draft a plan for
implementingthecriteiiaandindicatorsto beintegratedinto thenextsetofgeneral
forest managementplans. The working group, comprises the following
representatives:Michel Cantin (MRN’), DeniseTardif (MRN), Marc Plante
(MRN), Gilles Fournier (MRN), Lothar Marzehl (MEF), Pierre Blanchette
(MEF), MagellaMorasse(MEF), SusanneHilton (CCEBJ),RenéDion (ARC),
CaroleLévesque(1NRS), DenisBematchez(CCEBJ) et Sylvain Robichaud
(Barrette-Chapais).TheworkinggroupmetonOctober27-28, 1998,in Montréal,
andonNovember19-20,1998,in QuébecCity.

Aller studying the criteria, indicators, objectivesand measurescontainedin the
proposaisubmittedfor its consideration,theworking groupidentifiedthosewhich
couldfeasiblybe integratedinto thenext setof generalplans. Ail of thecritexia,
indicators, objectives and measureswere closely examined and some were
reformulatedfor greater accuracyor clarity. A total of 15 were chosen for
integrationinto the next set of generalplans. MRN representativespromisedto
studythemwith aview to entenngthemin theanalyticalgridusedby theworking
group.Thisgi-id dealswith thefollowing aspects:

- interpretationandmeaningofindicatorsandmeasures;
- pi-oposedunitsofmeasurement;
- short,mediumandlong-termavailability;
- partyresponsiblefor coilectinginformation,
- partyresponsiblefortransmittinginformationandthroughwhatchannels;
- partyresponsiblefor keepingtheinformationandwhere;
- ftequencyofmeasurements;
- referencescale;
- specificcomments;
- integi-ationinto nextsetofgeneralplans.

Everyoneon theworking groupwassatisfiedwith theunfolding and outcomeof
theworkingmeetings.

The JBACE repi-esentativesinsisted that the general foi-est managementplans
submitted for its considerationand conimentsinclude a summary of the 15
elementsselectedin order to facihitate study of the plansand avoid any undue
delaysin submittingtheConimittee’sconinientsto theMRN.

Theremainingindicatorsand measuresexaminedby the working groupwill be
integratedover themediurnand long ternis; someinto the next set of five-year
plans.
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The members of the JBACE were disappointedthat only one industry
representative(Barrette-Chapais)participatedin theworkingmeetings.Initially, the
industiy was to be more involved; however, the foi-est companiesapparently
decidedto study the issueon their own andthenmeetwith the JBACE later to
discusstheoutcome.TheJBACEmemberssaidtheywouldbewihling to meetwith
foi-estcompanyrepresentativeswhowishedto presenttheirviewsdirectly.

The membersalso said they would like to discussthe latest changesto the
managementplansreceivedby theCommitteeat thenextJBACEmeeting.Abitibi
Consolidatedxviii be invited to attend,having expresseda desireto meetwith the
JBACEto explain the procedurefoilowed by TSFMA holdersin preparingthe
generalplanfor commonarea26-04.

5. MEETINGW1TH DIANE GAUDET. DEPUTYMINISTER MEF

The Chairpersonwelcomedthe Deputy Minister and thankedher for making
herseifavailableto discussthe issuesraisedin the JBACE’s letter of invitation.
Although she had met with some of the membersbefore to addressspecific
matters,thiswasthe tii-st time theDeputyMinisterhadmetwith theCommitteeas
awhole.

TheJBACEhadwrittento DianeGaudet,in hercapacityasDeputyMinisterofthe
Environment and Wildhife and Provincial Adniinistrator of Section 22 of the
JBNQA,on October19, 1998,inviting herto meetwith theCommitteeto discuss
variousmattersrelatedto theadministrationoftheenvironmentalandsocialimpact
assessmentandreviewprocedureandtheoperationoftheJBACEsecretariat.

Section22 review

TheChairpersonbroachedthei-eviewofSection22 by referringto DianeGaudet’s
August 13 letter, in whichsheindicatedthatthereviewshouldbecarriedout in the
contextoftheMOU (memorandumofunderstanding),which couldimpactdirectly
on the application of this Section. The Deputy Minister thereforewondei-ed
whetherit wasadvisablefortheJBACEto beginreviewingSection22 andthought
perhapstheCommitteeshouldput theprojecton hold.

At the 106f” meeting,theDeputyMinisterconfirmedthat the Québecgovemment
hadnot yet discussedtheissueofthe Section22 reviewand thatthematterwas
currentlynot partofthegovemmentagenda.Shedid not wantto soctheJBACE
wasteits time by giving h thego-aheadwhenthegovemment,a signatoryofthe
JBNQA, is not in favourofthereviewat this time. Thisdoesnot mean,however,
thatit won’t eventuallyreconsiderthematter.
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lii reply to a member who said that the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Agency(CEAA) is apparentlyopento the review, theDeputy Minister said that
while thatmayveiy well be true, accordingto hersources,thefederaigovemment
is no moreinterestedthantheQuébecgovernment.And sincethegovemmentis
not in favourofreopeningtheJBNQA, thereis no needto allocateresourcesto
reviewit. Should thegovernmentseventuallychangetheir minds, however,they
wull certainlygrantthe necessaryresources.While the DeputyMinister admitted
that the JBACE is free to review Section 22 on its own, shecannotgrant it
resourcesgiventhegovemment’sposition.

Mégiscaneriver

In its June29, 1998, letter to Diane Gaudet,the JBACE showedthat partial
diversion of the Mégiscaneriver xviii impact on the JamesBay territory and,
consequently,thisprojectshouldbe subjectto theenvironmentalandsocialimpact
assessmentandreviewprocedureestablishedby Section22 oftheJIBNQA.. MEF
had recommended its exemption. The DeputyMinisterwroteback on October26
sayingthatMEF had examinedtheJBACE’s groundsfor applying this procedure
andwassensitiveto thereasonsgiven.

The Deputy Minister also mentionedthat Hydro-Québechasdecidedto put its
project on hold until it can reachan agreementwith the Native communities
concerned.

Inresponseto members’conimentsregardingthefactthat theproponenthari filed
writtennoticewith theMinisterandthatMEF hadissuedadirectiveindicatingthat
theprojectwas subjectonly to theprocedureapplicablein southernQuébec,the
DeputyMinisterfelt thattherewasno pointin takinganyactiongiventhatHydro-
Québechasshelvedthe project.However,thesituationcould havebeenhandled
differently andthis xviii be consideredassoonastheproject is reinitiatedby the
promotor.

JBACE-MEFadministrativeagreement

In herletterofAugust13,DianeGaudetalsoinformedtheJBACEthat sheharino
objection to the deliveiy of secretarialservicesoutsideMEFs currentfaculities,
provided it is within MEF’s budgetary means.

TheDeputyMinistertold themembersthattheConseildutrésorhadbeenaskedto
eannarksunis to allow the JBACE to be independentfrom an administrative
standpoint.She is addressingtheissueso as to give theCommitteethe financial
capacityto be independent.Shealsowantsto verifSj whetherthe governmentis
wulling to give theJBACEmoremoney.
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Shehopesthis matterxviii beresolvedby April 1999. if thegovernmentis willing
to increaseits contribution,theDeputyMinisterhopesthemoneywihl comefrom a
budgetaiy item other than MEF, which is already suffering from substantial
cutbacks.While theDeputyMinisteris morethanopento this matter,theproblem
is finding themeansto makeit happen.

Forestryissues

TheDeputyMinisteris awareoftheJBACE’s responsibilityto commenton foi-est
management plans sudthe lackofresourcesavailableto it to tÙlfiii this mandate.
She is looking into the possibility of providing quahified resourcesthat wuii be
appointedsolely to the JBACE. Talks with the MRN are going well. M that
remainsto be determinedarethenumberandthemannerof proceeding. This is a
priority issueforbothMEF sudtheMRN.

Appointment ofOuébec members

TheChairpersonremindedMadameGaudetthat Québechasnotyet appointedits
membersto theJBACEandthat, until it does,thepositionofvice-chairpersonwuii
beheldby arepresentativeoftheCi-ceparty.

TheDeputyMinistersaidthatthenamesofpossiblecandidateshadbeensubmitted
lastApril, but thattheprocesshadbeensuspendedfollowing thewithdrawalofa
personwhosenamehadnotbeenremovedfrom thelist submittedto Cabinet.The
processwas suspendedagainwhenthe electionswere caiied. She promisedto
makethematterashort-termpriority attheupcomingcaucusmeetings.

TheChairpersonthankedtheDeputyMinister for coming sud said he hopedwe
wouldhaveanopportunityto meetwith heragain.

6. SENATESUI3COMMI1TEE

The Subcommitteeon Boreal Foi-est of the Standing SenateCommittee on
Agriculture sud Forestryinvited the JBACE to meet with it to examinethe
progress Canada is making in achieving its nationalgoals of sustainablefoi-est
managementand protectionof biodiversity. The hearingis slatedfor 5:00 p.m.,
December 2, 1998, in Qttawa, sud is expected to last two hours. Themembers’
travellingsudliving expenseswuii beassumedby theSenateSubcommittee.

Fourmembersweredesignatedto representtheIBACE: Luc Bouthulier(Québec),
ClaudeLanglois (Canada),Diom RomeoSaganash(CRA) sudDenisBernatchez
(JBACESecretary).Theyxviii draftabriefofpredeterminedlengthdeahingwith the
foilowing:



e
Minutes-JBACE Page7

lO6tk Meeting

- theJBACE: Rolesand responsibilities,the guiding pi-inciples set forth in
the JBNQA, forestiy developmentin the JamesBay teri-itoiy and the
reviewofQuébec’sfoi-est system(15 minutes).

- Sustainablefoi-estry in EeyouIstchee(10minutes).

- Specialstatusandinvolvementfoi- theJamesBay CreesundertheJBNQA,
fourobservationsandconclusion.

A mapindicatingthe territoiy coveredby theenvironmentalandsocialprotection
regime and a synthesismap showing site disturbancewuii be submittedto the
SenateSubcommittee.

7. TABLING 0F DOCUlVUENTS

The Secretarytabledthe list of documentsi-eceived sincethe last meeting.The
memberswereaskedto indicatewhichdocumentstheywoukl-Iike to borrow.

8. VARIA

A membersaid he would like to seetheletters receivedand sentby theJI3ACE
translatedmore quickly. It was askedthat aii of the minutes of the foi-estry
subcommitteemeetingsbetranslated.

9. DATE ANI) LOCATION 0F NEXT MEETING

TheJBACEwiii hold its nextmeetingin Montréal,on January13-14, 1999. The
exactlocation,possiblytheBiosphere,liasyetto beconfirmed.

DENIS BERNATCIJEZ
Secretary

99-O1-13
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