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Harm Sloterdijk,Canada

FrançoisBoulanger,CEAA
SteveBurgess,CEAA
Sid Gershberg,FederalAdministrator,CEAA



2Minutex - il (‘fi]

MU TING WITI-I F £DERAL AI) ‘IINISTRATOR

Sid Gershberga ‘ceptedtheJBACE’s invit’ tion to meetto dis ‘uss the following matters:(l>
JBACEsccretariat’sautonomy~ndbudget;(2) reviewofth~ CanadianEnvironmental
AssessmentAct accountingfor thecomm nts madein theJBACE’sbrief.TheJBACE
had requestedameetingwith thePresidentof theCanadianEnvironmentalAssessment
Agency(CEAA) becausetheagencyholds partofthe budgetenvelopeallocatedto the
Commiuee.

In the Chairperson’sabsence,the Vice-Chairpersonwetcomedeveryonepresentand
invited them to introducethemselves.

1. JBACEsecretariat:autonomy and budget

The Vice-Chairpersonmentionedthe sçantybudgetaliocatedto the JBACEand the few
resourcesgrantedto Us secretariat.According to the JBACE’s estimate,the Committee
requiresan annualbudgetof approximately$300 000 in orderto function independentiy.
This amountcoversthesecretariat’sregularoperationsonly; it doesnot includethe sums
requiredto work on the priority issuesdeterminedby the Committee.Moreover, every
year, theJBACE submits~anaction plan separatelyfrom the secretariat’sbudget.At this
point, it is urgent that the Committeereceivean answerregardingits basic operating
budgetso that it canreachan agreementwith theHIFTCC regardingthe sharingof office
space.TheJBACE musthavean aViswerfrom thegovernmentsbeforeApril 1, 2001.

Mr. Gershbergthankedthe JBACEfor inviting him. He saidthat a task force composed
of MENV ‘md CEAA representativeshad been set up to draft a proposairegarding
JBACE financing. TheCEAA obtainedapprovalfrom the TreasuryBoard of Canadaon
March 1, and the approvalof Québec’sConseil du trésor is expectedvery soon. The
JBACE shouldbe receivingjoint notification from MENV and the CEAA regardingthe
funding allocatedfor the budgetyearcommencingApril i within eight to ten days.The
amount committed by the federal goverfiment is for a periodof five years, to ensure
stability in theJBACE’s financing. However,Mr. Gershbergremindedthemembersthat
the funds are subjeci to annual review. With no Québecgovernmentrepresentatives
present.Mr. Gershbergdid flot want to give any detailsaboutthe agreement.(Québechad
i ~formedthe CEAA just today that the requesthad beensubmittedto the Conseil du
tréSor.) N’fr. Gershbe‘g did say, however, that the Canadianand Québecgovernments
settledon an amountwhich they l’eel is rmsonable.As to whetheror flot theCEAA would
be recepliveto specialrequcstsfrom thc JBACE or specificprojecîs,Mr. G~rshb ‘g saîd
ihat ihe Committeecouldalwaysask,althoughhe is flot very optimîstic becauseITIOflCY iS

scarce.

A JBACE memberremindedcveryoncol the dral’t administrativeagrccmentsubrniited to
thc Goverumentol Canadaon Jafluary20, 1998,which provided for, amongotherthings.
the JBACE’sdirect involvement in fnnding negotiationswith the govcrnmentauthoritîcs.
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Mr. Gcî’shberg is open to studyingthe draft administrativ ~mgreementpreparedby the
JBACE. Som~on askedwheth~r it would be possiblefor the CEAA to pay Us shareof
the funding di ‘cetly to the JBA T (i.e. 50 ~oo’ the total bu lgLt). Th responsewas that
Québecwill be responsiblefor JBA ~Efinancing, sinceit is casierandmore ~osteffective
to oper’mte in this manner.especiallyfor a small agencylike theCEAA.

The Vice-Chairpersonsaid that the JBACE would be updating its du ft administrajvc
‘greementassoonasit recelves confirmationon its funding.

2. Reviewof theCanadianEnvironmentaîAssessmentAct

The Vice-Chairpersonsaid that the JBACE’s commentson the legisiatîve review were
submittedto federalEnvironmcntMinister David Andersonon March 27, 2000, and that
a letter was sent to Mr. Gershbergon November15 of thesameyear. The JBACEmade
specific recommendationsto thefederalgovcrnment,andtheVice-Chairpersonwantedto
know whethertheyhadbeentakeninto account.Healso wantedto know thetimetablefor
the review processand passageof the bih. Finahly, he said it was important that the
procedureestablishedby Section22 of theJBNQA be appliedto developmentprojcctsin
theJamesBay territory.

Mr. Gershbergsaid that numerous meetingswere held acrossCanadafor the Act’s
revmew. Over200 fonnal submissionswere received.Both the procedureand the degrce
of public participationwereexamined.Aboriginal peoplereccivedfinancial assistanceto
ahlow themto maketheir viewsknown, and their traditionai knowledgecanbe integrated
mb environmentalassessmentstudies.Therewill also be betterharmonizationbetween
the various federa] departments.Mr. Gershberggave several examplesof the new
legisiative measuresprovidedfor in the new Act. The CEAA favoursharmonizationof
the federal and Québecprocedures.In principle, eachprojeet should be submittedto a
single procedure.However,he cannotdecidefor the otiher departments,sincethey each
havetheirown legislation to enforce.Overaîl, the federal authority must ensurethat an
adequateenvironmentalassessmenthasbeenperformedbeforeissuing an aulimorization.
Thefederal governmentdecidcdnot to amendthe Act in this regard.In Mr. Gershbera’s
opinion, the CEAA ~ansimplify the processthrough an administrativeagreementw’th
thefederaldepartments.I-le agreedto work with thm~ JBACEto definethe administrative
rules for ensuring‘pplication of the Section22 procedure.The bu] is to undergosecond
readingby Jonc2001, and the parliamentarycommittce will hold hearingsin faîl 2001.
The 1’ w shouldbe enact~d‘it theendof 2001 andcomeinto forcesix monthslater.

The Vi ‘e-Chairp ‘r:on hank d theFederalAdministratorandhis collea~uesfor coming.
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3. N ~xt,IBACE meeting

Ginette Lajoic intormedthe membersth’mt the CRA Board of Directors hasde ‘ided to
appoint ncw membersto the JBACE. The Committec shouldbe recciving the namesof
the new membersbefore April 1, 2001, the date on which the Crec party assumes
chairmanshipandvice-chairmanshipof theJBACE.

Unless the Cree party informs the membersotherwise,the JBACE will hold its next
meeting on April Il, in Val d’Or.

—

DENTS BERNL TCHEZ

Secrctary
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