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CALL TO ORDER AND ADOPTION 0F AGENDA

The Chairpersonweicomed the membersand cailed the 123rd meeting of the
JBACEto order.Thefollowing agendawasadopted.

1. Cali to orderandadoptionof agenda
2. JBACEcommentson proposedamendmentsto theRNI
3. Dateandplaceof nextmeeting

2. JBACE COYLMENTS ON PROPOSEDAMIENT~NLENTS TO TUE RNI

AssociateDeputyMinisterof ForestryMarc Ledouxwrote to theJBACE on August
21, 2001, inviting the Committeeto commenton the draft regulationto amendthe
Regulationrespectingstandardsof forestmanagementfor forestsin thepublic domain
(RNI). TheJBACEis to submit its commentsby theend of October.Thepurposeof
this conferencecaîl is to discusswhethertheJBACE wiil submit its comments,and
what theywili be.

Ail of themembersparticipatingin theconferencecail weregiven achanceto express
theirviews.Opinionsweredivided asto what theJBACE’s responseshouldbe.Some
members(particularly from the Québecparty) want the JBACEto commenton the
draftregulationandits newprovisions(especiaiiymosaiccutting). On thewhoie, they
arguethat:

- Even if the govemmentrejectedthe JBACE’s proposai to establish a separate
forestsystemfor theJamesBayterritory, theJBACEstîli hasatechnicairoleto
piay and shouid comment on the reguiatory amendments.Moreover, in the
coming year, theMRN intendsto table more regulatoryamendmentson major
aspectsofforestmanagement.

- Commentingon draft regulationssubmittedto it pursuantto theJBNQAis partof
theJBACE’smandate.

- TheJBACEmustusetheopportunityto expressits viewson mosaiccutting.
- If necessary,the memberscan ask to meet with MRN officiais to have the

proposedamendmentsexpiained.
- TheJBACEhasto usethemeansat its disposaito try andimprovetheexisting

forestsystem.
- TheJBACEhasto find its feetin theexisting legal andreguiatorysystem.

Other members(particuiariy from the federai and CRA parties)prefernot to pass
judgmenton the draft regulationsubmittedto the JBACE, asthey standbehindthe
positiontakenby theJBACEin its brief on Bih 136 (Act to amendtheForestAct), i.e.
that aseparateforestsystembe estabhishedfor theJamesBay territory. On thewhole,
theyarguethat:
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- Ameudmentof the RNI is a technicaiitythat can havecertain positive effects;
however,it is not whattheJBACErequestedin its bnef.

- TheJBACEneedsto be consistentandlet thegovemmentknow that it is wiliing
to worktogetherto estabiishaseparateforestsystem.Thatis ourgoal.

- A separatehuntingandfishing regimeexists for theterritory.Why not a separate
forestsystem?

- Theimpressionis that thegovemmentpaystheJBACEno heed;it doesnot acton
theCommittee’srecommendations.

- TheJBACEmustusepoliticai leveragesto makeits positionsknown.

Foiiowing thediscussion,it wasdecidedthat theJBACEwouid write to theMRN to
saythat it is pieasedto see that the Departmentis wiiiing to improve the existing
system,but that the JBACE wants to go further and work toward estabiishinga
separateforest systemfor the territory. The JBNQA wili be usedto support the
JBACE’s arguments.The Committeewiii aiso askto meet with MRN officiais to
discusstheforestryissue.Thedraftletterwiii be sentto themembersforcomment.

3. DATE AND PLACE 0F NEXT MEETING

The next meetingof the JBACE wili be heid on October22 and 23, 2001, in the
Outaouais/Saguenayroom of EnvironmentCanada’sMontréal offices, 400 Youviiie
St., at 1:30p.m.

DenisBematchez
ExecutiveSecretary
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