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The following agendawas proposed:

1. Cali to orderandadoptionof agenda
2. Approvalofminutesofthe125th, 125-A and126thmeetings
3. Follow-up to 126thmeeting
4. Presentationon theforestrycomponentoftheCree-QuébecAgreement
5. Consultationon forest managementunits and the northern limit of commercial

allocations
6. Nionattaforestawarenessproject
7. Information on the forestrysymposiumin Lebel-sur-QuévillonandtheRadisson

summit
8. Adoptionof200l-2002incomestatement
9. Adoptionof2002-2003budgetaryproposal
10. Adoptionof2000-2001AnnualReport
il. JBACEactionplan
12. Watermanagementstudy
13. Draft Regulationrespectingtheeliminationofresidualmaterials
14. Otherbusiness:

a) AppointmentofCRA memberto theAdministrativeCommittee
b) Eventto markthedepartureofDenisBernatchez
c) Proxies

15. Dateandplaceofnextmeeting

Morninï~’ session

Dueto lack of quorum, thememberspresentat the moming sessiondecidedto discuss
thoseitemsnotrequiringaJBACEdecision,namely:

3. Follow-upto 126thmeeting
6. Nionattaforest awarenessproject
7. Forestrysymposiumin Lebel-sur-QuévillonandRadissonsummit

3. FOLLO W-UP TO 126TH MEETING

4. Bill C-19amendingtheCEAA

Accordingto informationobtainedfrom the CRA, Guy St-Julien,Liberal MP for
Abitibi-James Bay-Nunavik, is to table an amendmentto Bill C-19 that may
satisfy the Grand Council of the Crees. The amendmentwould empowerthe
federal Environment Minister to refrain from applying the Canadian
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EnvironmentalAssessmentAct (CEAA) procedurewhere previous legislation
allows abandcouncilto applya differentprocedure.

5. Work ofannualreportsubcommittee

The 1999-2000Annual Reportis at the printer. As for the 2000-2001 Annual
Report, there seems to be a mistake in the summary statement of
JBACE/COMEV expenditures:the amountsare the sameasthose in the 1999-
2000 AnnualReport. Michael O’Neill, executivesecretaryof COMEV, hasbeen
contactedto obtainthecorrectamountsfrom MENV.

The description of COMEV activities in 2000-2001 is missing. Since the
subcommitteemembersconsiderthis description to be an integral part of the
2000-2001Annual Report, a Québecmembersuggestedpostponingadoptionof
thereport.

7. FinancialresourcesofMENV’s Abitibi regionaloffice (Eastmain-1’

)

Afler consultingwith a Québecmember,theexecutivesecretarywill draft a letter
supportingtheAbitibi regional office‘s proposedstaffingplanfor environmental
monitoringof theEastmain-1hydroelectricdevelopmentproject. Thedraft letter
will besubmittedto themembersfor approval.

8. JBACE/KEAC/HFTCClettersconcemingroughshelterleases

Given that a letter signedby thechairpersonsofthe threecommitteeswassentto
theMinistèredesRessourcesnaturelles(MRN), aQuébecmemberquestionedthe
relevanceof sendinga letter to the Ministèrede l’Environnement(MENV): we
can no longer talk about a joint letter, since one of the threecommitteesis no
longerinvolved. The two remainingcommittees,i.e. the JBACE and theKEAC,
haveyetto agreeon thefinal contentofthe letter.

9. Participationin thecoordinationtableon issuesconcemingaccessto the
Territory

In follow-up to therequestmadein writing to DianeGaudet,oftheSecrétariataux
Affaires autochtones(SAA), and Abel Bosum,ofthe GrandCouncil of theCrees,
Ms Gaudet‘s secretary,FrançoisDupuis,couldbecontactedto obtaina reply.

6. NIONATTA FOREST AWARENESS PROJECT

Theexecutivesecretarybriefedthememberson thetwo Nionattaprojectmeetings
he attendedwith the Chairperson’sapproval. In the secretary’sopinion, this
project, which targets forest researchand awarenessand is headedby the
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Universitédu Québecà Trois-Rivières,is a greatopportunity for the JBACEto
promotethe expertiseacquiredover the yearsby its forestry subcommittee.In
addition, the proponentsare taking a historical approachto the project, and the
JBACEsecretarycouldcollaborate,givenhis training.

The project proponentswould like to partnerwith the First Nations so as to
benefitfrom theirreal-lifeexperienceandfacilitatefunding (undertheeducational
componentof the MRN’s ForestResourceDevelopmentProgram).So far, only
theWôlinakAbenakiBandCouncil hassignedon asapartner.

Members wonderedwhy the backgrounddocumenton the project namesthe
JBACEasapartnerwhenno suchresolutionwaseverpassed.It wasagreedthat
theexecutivesecretarywould transmit the invitation to particz~atein theproject
to theCRA andthe Creebandcouncils.It will be spec~fiedthat theJBACEis not
a financial partner for the project. The secretarywill try and provide more
information on theproject in English. The JBACE‘s involvementin theNionatta
projectwill dependon theamountof interestshownbytheCreepeoplein charge
offorestry.

7. INFORMATION ON THE FORESTRY SYMPOSIUM IN LEBEL-SUR-ET
1 w
125 431 m
519 431 l
S
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OUÉVILLON AND THE RADISSON SUMMIT

The secretarytabledhis draft proceedingsof the sustainableforest development
symposiumheldMay27-28,2002, in Lebel-sur-Quévillon.An Englishtranslation
shouldbe availablearoundJuly 10. Two memberswho participatedin the guided
tour of forest operationson day one of the symposiumsaidthey were satisfied.
The guides demonstratedvariousdevelopmentand enhancementtechniquesfor
eachtypeofforest.

The papersdeliveredduring the symposiumdealt with constructiveaction for
forest development.Discussionswere stimulating.JohnKitchen, director of the
Nabakatuksawmill, and RhondaOblin, of the Waswanipi CreeModel Forest,
weretheonly Creedelegatesatthesymposium.

Alternoon session

Quorumwas achievedin the afiemoon.Due to a lack of time, the membersagreedto
discussthefollowing items:

4. Presentationon theforestrycomponentoftheCree-QuébecAgreement
5. Consultationon forestmanagementunits
11. JBACEactionplan
12. Watermanagementstudy
13. Regulationrespectingtheeliminationofresidualmaterials
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14. Otherbusiness
15. Dateandplaceof nextmeeting

4. PRESENTATTON ON TUE FORESTRY COMPONENT 0F TUE
CREE-QUÉBEC AGREEMENT

Jean-FrançoisGravel,nativeaffairs coordinatorat ForêtQuébec,andSamEtapp,
forestry coordinatorfor the Grand Council of the Crees,agreedto give a joint
presentationon the AgreementConceming a New RelationshipBetweenLe
Gouveruementdu Québecand the Creesof Québec(Cree-QuébecAgreement).
Mr. Gravel distributed a copy of the PowerPointpresentationto each of the
members.

Mr. Gravel presenteda map of the territory of application for the purposesof
Chapter3 (forestry)ofthe Cree-QuébecAgreement.This territory differs from the
territory contemplatedby the James Bay and Northem Québec Agreement
(JBNQA) in that it doesnot includethesoutheastportionof theJBNQA Territory,
including the citiesofMatagamiandLebel-sur-Quévillon.For thepurposesofthe
other chaptersof the agreement,the “Territory” is the territory defined in the
JBNQA.1

Mr. Gravelremindedtheparticipantsthatthenegotiationsleadingto thenation-to-
nation agreementwere initiatedby the Québecgovemmentin December2000.
The negotiatorsworked relentlesslyto hammerout an agreement,which was
signed on February7, 2002, and its implementationis making good progress.
Currently,the joint workinggroupsprovidedfor in section3.41 of theagreement
havebeen set up in eachof the Cree communities.The Creeparty is seeking
candidatesto representit on the Cree-QuébecForestryBoard (s. 3.30),and the
QuébecgovernmentandCreeRegionalAuthority (CRA) areapproachingpossible
candidates to chair the board (the chairperson is appointed by joint
recommendation),which Mr. Gravel hopeswill be operationalbegmnningin faîl
2002.

TheStandingLiaison Committeeprovidedfor in Chapteril oftheagreementhas
also beenset up. The committeeis currently increasingcontactswith forestry
enterprisesin order to find a mutually acceptablesolution to the allocation of
harvestingrights. The Waswanipiand Mistissini band councilshave apparently
beenunderpressurefrom forest companieslooking to skirt theregulationsarising
from the Cree-QuébecAgreement. The Waswanipi Band Council passeda
resolution supportingthe agreement’sprovisions aswell as Bill 93 enactingthe
agreement.

‘Mn Gravel lefi a mapoftheterritory subjeetb Chapter3 at the secretariatfor consultationpurposes.
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Section3.55 of the agreementstipulatesthat Québecis to make availableto the
Cree enterprises,not later than 5 years after the signing of the agreement,an
annualvolumeof350 000 m3 ofwood.A consensusmustbereachedon wherethe
woodis to be harvested.SamEtappsaidthat, currently,theremotenessofthearea
ofharvestingrights allocatedto Creeenterprisesfrom Waswanipiis aproblem.

A working grouphasbeencreatedfor the transferof landto theMistissini Crees
(ScheduleG, s. 20). The group is to study, in conjunctionwith the federal
government,theMîstissini Crees’ daim in respectofhuntingterritorieslying east
oftheheightof land(JamesBay/LacSaint-Jean).Theseterritorieslie beyondthe
JBNQA Territory. Within six months following the signing of the agreement,
Québecmust establishaprocesswith concemedpartiesfor the settlementof this
daim.

The Grand Council of the Crees, in consultationwith the communities, is
preparingaproposalregardingexceptionalforestecusystemsinneedofprotection
(s 3.62).ThecommunityofWaskaganishhasproposedtheterritory ofMuskuchii,
andotherbandsareapparentlyworking with anthropologistsandbotanîststo the
sameend.

The CRA and MRN have begun identifying, for eachtrapline, sites of special
interestto the Cree. Robert Beaulieu, a forest engîneerfor the CRA, hasbeen
working hard to consult Cree tallymen for the purposeof delimiting sites of
specialinterestusingGPS.Sitesof interestmaycoverup to 1% ofthetotalareaof
a trapline includedin a managementarea(s. 3.9). Similarly, the signatoriesmust
agreeon the boundariesof wildlife habitat within traplines that require special
forest managementstandards.The surfaceareaof thesesitesof wildlife interest
may covera maximum of 25% of the productiveforest areaof eachtrapline (s.
3.10). Mr. Gravelpresentedavirtual map showinga traplinewith themaximum
surfaceareasallowedfor sitesof specialandwildlife interest.2

SamEtappsaidthat theQuébecgovernmentand theCreesarecurrentlystudying
theLa SarreCrees’daim in respectoftheterritory betweenWaskaganishandLa
Sarre.Like theCreesof Oujé-Bougoumoua few yearsago, theCreesof La Sarre
askedto berecognizedasabandandabeneficiaryof theJBNQA.

A memberof the federal party asked whether the federal government,as a
sigrlatoryof theJBNQA,would be involved in theCree-QuébecAgreement.Sam
Etapp did not want to get into the politics of the agreement,SO referredsuch
mattersto Bill Nemagooseofthe GrandCouncil oftheCrees.Hedid not feel that
themandateoftheJBACEwould change.Evenif thebodiescreatedby theCree-
QuébecAgreementtake over roles that previouslybelongedto the JBACE, the

2 Themap is availablefor consultationattheJBACEsecretariat.
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Advisory Committee reservesthe right to intervenewhere necessary.In this
regard,coordinationwith thejoint working groupsmaybeadvantageous.

Accordingto Jean-FrançoisGravel, thecomplementaryagreementsaddedto the
JBNQAunderthe Cree-QuébecAgreementnecessarilymodify the JBNQA. As a
signatoryofthe JBNQA, the federalgovemmentshouldofcoursebe involved in
theprocess.

A QuébecmemberaskedwhetherMr. Gravel andMr. Etapphaveheardanything
abouttherequestto havetheJBACEparticipatein thecoordinationtablestudying
issuesconcemingaccessto the Territory. In Mr. Gravel’s opinion, organizations
suchasFAPAQ andtheJBACE shouldof coursesit on thetable.

5. CONSULTATION ON FOREST MANAGEMENT UNITS AND TUE
NORTHERN LIMIT 0F COMMERCIAL ALLOCATIONS

Theexecutivesecretarypresentedhis documententitled:“PreliminaryComments
Concemingthe Delimitation ofForestManagementUnits (FMU) in Responseto
the Ministry of NaturalResources’Consultation.” The documentexaminesthe
positionsadoptedby the JBACEin September2000in responseto Bill 136 and
the resulting new forest managementunits (FM1J). Thesepositions are being
revisitedin the light of the current applicationof Bill 136 and the Cree-Québec
Agreement.

A CRA membercorrectedan error in the document,sayingthat the provisional
Cree-Québecworking group has actuallybeen set up. The group oversawthe
meticulousjob ofdelimiting all Creetraplinesin consultationwith thetallymenof
thefive communitiesconcemed.Greyareasremain,especiallyat thecommnnity
limits, andadditionalfundinghasbeenrequestedto coverthecostofthis process.
Theprovisionalworking group dissolvedafterthe proposaifor FMU boundaries
hadbeenmade.

FMUs normallyencompasswhole traplines.However,theAssinicaFMU includes
6.5 traplines.A Québecmemberexplainedthat thenorthemlimit of commercial
allocationscansometimesresuitin the inclusion ofonly part ofa trapline; it may
alsobe thatpart ofatraplineis locatedon CategoryI land.

Therewere questionsconcerningthe criteria usedto definethenorthemlimit of
commercialallocations.Is therestili abuffer zoneabovethenorthemlimit where
one-timeharvestingof treescanbe carriedout?Theansweris “yes.” A Québec
memberaddedthat forest harvestingactivities abovethe northeru limit, when
allowed, are not carried out under a timber supply and forest management
agreement(TSFMA or «CAAF», in French). In the past,someTSFMA holders
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wouldusetheirharvestingrights abovethenorthemlimit to harvestmorewood in
thesouth. Suchabusiveexerciseofaright is no longerpossible.

A memberfor Canadaproposedwriting a letterstatingtheJBACE’sapprovalof
the FMU boundariesand northern limit, adding that the Advisory Committee
intends to monitorfactors that could affect the northern limit, suchasprotected
areas.A CRA memberapprovedand askedthat the draft letter be sent to the
members.

11. JBACE ACTION PLAN

Discussionwaspostponeduntil thenextmeeting.

12. DRINKING WATER MANAGEMENT

The CreeRegionalAuthority is working with Eastmainto develop a drinking
waterby-law undertheauthorityoftheCreeandNaskapiAct but in consultation
with MENV. It is intendedthat themodelby-lawwill alsobestudiedfor possible
applicationby otherCreeFirst Nations. Alan Pennbriefedthe committeeon the
statusof this work and undertookto consult the committeefurther oncea firm
proposalhasbeenprepared.

13. DRAFT REGULATION RESPECTING THE ELIMINIATION 0F
RESIDUAL MATERIALS

The Québecgovernmentis planning to adopt a new solid wastemanagement
regulation. Alan Pennproposedthat this regulationbe studiedby the committee
with particularreferenceto its application in the JamesBay territory and to the
Cree conimunities. 0f particular relevanceto the Cree population are the
provisionsrelatingto m-trenchbackfill. Thisapproachto wastemanagementwill
continueto be toleratedby MENV in northemQuébec,but will in the future be
subjectto more rigorousplanningand operatingcriteria, notablywith respectto
measuresaimedat avoidingthe contaminationof groundwater. It wasnotedthat
severalcommunitiesarealreadyhavingdifficulty with existingm-trenchbackfill
operations.

14. OTHER BUSINESS

a) AppointmentofCRAmemberto theAdministrativeCommittee

The secretarysaid that the CRA party should be appointing a memberto the
AdministrativeCommitteeto replaceAlan Penn.
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b) Eventto markthedepartureofDenisBematchez

Due to the difficulty in getting all of the memberstogether for an event to
underlineDenisBematchez’scontributionasexecutivesecretary,it wassuggested
that Denisbe invited to join the JBACE membersat a futuremeetingin Québec
City.

c) Proxies

Given that the three parties have appointed new membersto the Advisory
Committee,thesecretaryaskedall of themembersto flîl out theproxyform.3

15. DATE AND LOCATION 0F NEXT MEETING

At the lastmeeting,it was suggestedthat theJBACEhold a meetingin theJames
Bay regionso that the memberscandiscussthe EM-1 hydroelectricproject and
relatedenviroumentalmonitoringon site.Peoplefrom theSEBJorHydro-Québec
would give a presentationand the Creechiefswould be invited to expresstheir
opinionson theproject.

A CRA memberproposedholdingthemeetingin Nemaska,given the installation
of powertransmissionlinesbetweenthe Nemaskasubstationand Eastmain,and
the proximity to the EM-1 site. September4 and S were proposedaspossible
dates,50 the meetingwould takeplacebeforethe GooseBreak. The members
presentagreed.

Thenextmeetingwill be heldon September4-5, 2002, in Nemaska.Themembers
shouldreserveSeptember3 and 6for travelling.

I
c

Marc Jetten
ExecutiveSecretary
2002-09-16

C:\DocumentsandSettings\Denis\Mesdocuments\CCEBJ\Comtesrendus\Minutes-I27.rtf

‘~ Theproxy formcanbe faxedto memberswho wereabsent.


