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NOTICE 0F MEETING

129th MeetingoftheJamesBay Advisory
Committee on theEnvironment (JBACE)

The 129th meetingoftheJBACEwill be heldon Wednesdav,November 20. 2002, in the
René-Lévesqueboardroom,26~ floor, Édifice Marie-Guyart(formerlythe«ComplexeG»),
1035,rue dela Chevrotière,QuébecCity. Themeetingwill beginat9:30 a.m.

1

Proposedagenda

:

1. Caîl to order and adoption ofthe agenda

th2. Approval ofMinutes ofthe 128 Meeting

th3. Foliow-up to the 128 meeting

4. 10:00 Presentation from France Brûlé, Geneviève Corfa, Anne Lussier,
Philippe Mora and Jean-JacquesFournier, ail of the SEBJ, outiming the
Eastmain 1 and Eastmain lAfRupert projects as well as the enviroumentai
monitoring of Eastmain i (see the enclosed document prepared by Réjean
Gagnon)

5. 12:30Lunch in the companyof DenisBernatchez,former executivesecretary,
at the«Paris-Brest»restaurant

6. Adoption of 2001-2002financial statement

7. Adoption of2002-2003budgetproposai

8. Adoption of 2000-2001Annual Report

9. JBACE Action Plan

10. Modifications to forestry managementplans

11. The Nionatta Project on Native forestry

12. OtherBusiness
C:\DocumentsandSettings\Denis\Mesdocuments\CCEBJ\REUNIONS\NotiCe-129rtf
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MarcJetten
Executivesecretary

A proxy form canbefaxed,if necessary,to memberswho won’t aftend.

383, rueSaint- Jacques-
aureauC-220
MontrésI (Ouébec)H2Y 1 NO

Téléphone:(514) 286-4400
Télécopieur (514) 284-0039
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MINUTES 0F THE 129th MEETING
0F TUE JAMES BAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

ON TUE ENVIRONMENT

(ADOPTED)

November20, 2002

Édifice Marie-Guyart,QuébecCity

PRESENT:

ABSENT:

JeanComtois,Canada
LouiseLabrie,Canada
ClaudeLanglois,Canada,Chairperson
JacquesRobert,Canada
MarianFoumier,Québec
CaroleGarceau,Québec,Vice-Chairperson
PierreMoses,Québec
DenisVandal,Québec
Glen Cooper,CRA
Alan Penn,CRA,Advisor
MarcJetten,ExecutiveSecretary

SamEtapp,CRA
Willie Jserhoff,CRA

SEBJGIJESTS (afternoon): FranceBrûlé
GenevièveCorfa
Jean-JacquesFoumier
Anne Lussier
PhilippeMora

383,rueSaint - Jacques-
8ureauC-220
Muntréal (Québes)H2Y 1 NS

Téléphone (514) 286-4400
Télécopieur (514) 284-0039

DATE:

PLACE:
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1- Cali to order and adoption of ai~enda

The Chairpersonwelcomedthemembers.At Philippe Mora’s request,the SEBJ
presentationwill takeplacein the afiemoon.The following itemswere addedto
“Otherbusiness
• Letter from COFEX-South
• Eastmaîndrinkingwaterby—law
• NaturalHeritageConservationAct

2. Adoption ofminutes of the 128th meetin2

Theminuteswereadoptedwith therequestedchanges.

3. Follow-up to 128th meetini~

Item 5: Metalmining effluent regulations

The Chairpersonwasnot satisfiedwith the draft letter to EnvironmentCanada
remindingit of the JBACE’s role. The letterwill be revisedandthensentto the
federalenvironmentminister.

Item 6: Regulationrespectingthe eliminationofresidualmaterials

Following theregulatîon’splannedadoption,RenéBinettewill be invited to meet
with the JBACE to explainhow MENV intendsto enforcethe regulation in the
JamesBay region.

Item8: Maîling list for adoptedminutes

The Kativik EnvironmentalQuality Commission(KEQC) will be addedto the
mailing list. The secretarywill contactHydro-Québecand the SDBJ (Sociétéde
développementde la Baie James/JamesBay DevelopmentCorporation)to ask
whom theadoptedminutesshouldbe sentto.

4. Adoption of 2001-2002financial statements

“Cash in hand” asat March 31, 2002, will be addedto the financial statements,
whichwereadoptedwith that change.

At its next meeting, the JBACE will dîscussthe use of the $100000 subsidy
receivedfrom theMRN in December1999.
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5. Adoption of budget forecastfor 2002-2003

Theamountsin section1.3 will be specified,i.e. $30 000 for COMEV secretariat
expensesandsalaries,and$12 000 for theexpensesoftheCreerepresentativeson
COMEX andCOFEX-South.

Thefollowing itemswererevîseddownwards:
• Printing: $10000
• Website: $ 2 000
• Professionalservices: $ 5 000

Thebudgetforecast,totalling $247 000,wasadoptedwith theabovechanges.

6- Adoption of 2000-2001Annual Report

The2000-2001Annual Reportwasadoptedastabled.

7- Action plan

Only the CRA representativessubmittedtheir commentsto the secretariatin
writing. The membersfor Québecand the membersfor Canadawish to meet
beforedîscussingthe actionplan at the JBACE. Following thosemeetings,each
party will appointa delegateta thesubcommitteein chargeofrevisingthe draft
actionplan accordingto thecommonpriorities.

8- Chancesto forest mana2ementplans

Marian Foumier,of the MRN’s forestry division, said that the JBACE’s April
2002proposalreceivedafavourableresponse;in fact, theDepartmentis preparing
to send an official reply. A number of changesto forest managementplans
continueto be submittedto theJBACE,however,becausetheydo not resultfrom
implementationoftheforestryprovisionsoftheCree-QuébecAgreement.

Marian is willîng to meetwith Alan Penn,of the CRA, to determinewhetherthe
changesshould continueto besubmittedto the JBACEand, if not, determinethe
bestwayto inform thoseconcemed.



JBACE—Minutes

129thMeeting 4

9- SEBJ presentationon Eastmain i and Eastmain 1-A/Rupert

Philippe Mora outlined the Eastmain 1 project, for which the Nadoshtin
AgreementwassignedbetweentheGrandCouncil oftheCrees,thechiefsof four
Creecommunities,Hydro-Québecand the SEBJ.This agreementestablishesthe
NadoshtinCompance,whoseboard of directors is composedof a majority of
Crees,to supervisethe environmentalaspectsof theproject and ensurethat the
Creecommunitiesreceivethe predictedeconomicbenefits.The agreementalso a
technical and environmentalcommittee,which reports to the Companeeand is
specificallymandatedto overseethe environmentalstudiesconductedin relation
toEMl.

The governmentauthorizationsrequîredfor Eastmain1 were issued in 1993.
Given that the characteristicsof the project havechangedsince then, the SEBJ
appliedto the MENV regionaloffice to amendthe certificatesof authorization.
Constructionoftheaccessroadandotherinfrastructureswill beginin spring2003.
The EM 1 reservoirwill be 600 km2 in sizeandaffect five traplines.Thepower
plantwill beginoperationsin 2008.

Accordingto Mr. Mora, the EM 1 project compliesnot only with the Nadoshtin
Agreement,but also with the JBNQA, Québecand federal laws andregulations,
and Hydro-Québecstandards.The Crees and Hydro-Québecboth sit on all
working groups,but consult the governmentdepartmentsor agenciesinvolved as
needed.The environmentalmonitoring protocol, amongother things, is always
submittedto thegovemmentsfor approval.

The BM 1 draft-designprovidesfor five studieson the ice regime,floating bogs,
deforestationby natural agents,benefits for Cree enterprises,and hunting and
fishingby constructionworkers.Thefirst threestudiesarealso providedfor in the
NadoshtinAgreement,in additionto a fourth study, on erosiondownstreamfrom
thespillway.

Environmentalmonitorin2 ofEM i

i Documentsavailableatthe secretariat:
• Printedcopyofthe PowerPointpresentation
• Brief guideto roadconstruction(EnviroumentalProtection)(lu Frencli)
• Constructionactivities,2002-2008:Generalguidelinesfor workers(lu French)
• Remedialactionmonitoring: CreeConstructionandDevelopmentCompany(lu French)
• Environmentalrequirements:CreeConstructionandDevelopmentCompany(lu French)
• Enviromnentalmonitoring: EM- i work campsandservices,PhaseI (lu French)
• Authorizationconditionsimplementationmanagement(lu French)
• Accidentaispiii contingencyplan(lu French)
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FranceBrûléis currentlytheonly personassignedto environruentalmonitoringof
the BM 1 project. Additional staffwill be hired in spring2003, when the work
becomesmore extensive.Ms. Brûlé’s job is to ensurethat subcontractedwork
complieswith Hydro-Québec’senvironmentcodeandthedraft-designguidelines.
In the eventofnon-compliance,shemaycontactthecontractadministratorwho, if
necessary,orderswork to be stopped.Mr. Mora saidthattheregisterof infraction
noticesissuedby theadministratorcanbeconsultedattheconstructionsite.

The fact that theEngineeringandEnvironmentdivisions areunder thesameroof
at the SEBJ facilitates the integration of mitigation measuresinto plans and
specifications.

Eastmain1-A/Rupertdraft-desiçinimpactstudies2

GeneviêveCorfa explainedthatthedrafi-designimpactstudiescouldbuild on the
numerousdatacollectedduringphasesI andIl of theLa Grandecomplexandon
the studiesconductedfor the NBR project. However, updatingand completing
databanksrequiresnew research.Modelling measureswill be put in place for
RupertRiverandBay,bothofwhichwill beaffectedby reducedflow rates.

TheSEBJis putting togetheran inventoryoftheactivîtiesofall landusers,i.e. the
Crees,Jamesiansand tourists. An inventoryof archeologicalsites will also be
conducted.So far, 43 suchsiteshavebeenîdentified.

Questions

A memberfor Québecaskedif theJamesBayMunicipality wouldbeconsultedon
the developmentplans for BM 1 and the disposal of residualand hazardous
materials.Mr. Morasaidit waspossible.Ms. Brûlé explainedthat subcontracters
ship hazardoussubstancesto other regions for disposal, afier obtaîning the
requiredtransportationanddisposalpermits.

In reply to a questionconcemingmercuryconcentrationsin reservoirs,Mr. Mora
said that the SEBJ is consideringvarious scenariosfor removingpart of the
biomassprior to flooding, including intensivefishing and buming.Bither ofthese
methodswould mitigate decompositionin the newreservoirand therebyreduce
mercurylevels in thewater.The goal is to minimize mercuryexposurefrom fish
consumption.

2 For additional information, seethe minutesof the SEBJ information andexchangetablemeetingson
Eastmaini -A/Rupertsentto themembersby theexecutivesecretary.
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Deforestationwill haveno effect on mercurylevels. Themajority of cuttingwill
be carried out nearriverbanksand lakeshoresand in drawdownzonesso asto
facilitateboat access.Dueto the difficuit access,the timber is not conimercîally
valuableandsowill beburnedorrecoveredby theCreesfor householduse.

In responseto a question,Mr. Mora wasunableto saywhich organizationthe
impact statementfor the Eastmain1 -A/Rupertproject would be submittedto.
Talks arecurrentlyunderwaybetweenthe govemments,andthefinal agreement,
if oneis reached,will detemiinetheinvolvementof thecommitteesestablishedby
Section22 oftheJBNQA.

Themeetingwasadjourned.Theremainingitemson theagendawill be discussedat the
Committee~snextmeeting,whichwill be heldonJanuary15-16,2003,in Waskaganish.

MarcJetten
ExecutiveSecretary
November25, 2002
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